







































































What about... HERITAGE SQUARE

Astoria’s Heritage Square block is singularly the most significant piece of public property in the City of Astoria, with
the greatest potential of any other piece of land in the City’s inventory.

What ultimately happens there is pivotal and permanent for the direction of our City.

The location is uniquely central to our Historic Downtown, right next to Astoria City Hall.

‘The City, when it acquired the site, was fully aware of the developmental potential impacts of this location to our City. We
couldn't have this site’s fate just be cast to the wind as to how it might be redeveloped. The location was too critical, too
impactful to leave it to chance. That is why the City originally acquired it.

The redevelopment of this site, whatever that ends up being, represents a critical turning point for the revitalization of
our uniquely historic downtown. The redevelopment of the site marks either a continuation of the resurgence and
rebuilding of our downtown that started some 25 years ago, a revitalization which fully embraced the proven tenets of
Main Street redevelopment strategies, or it will forever change our downtown into something else entirely, something
different, something inconsistent with those solid urban planning goals the City and downtown businesses have been
working towards for the last quarter of a century.

One of the basic tenets of successful urban planning in a busy downtown environment, and a common goal for Main
Street strategies, is making room for a downtown open public space. Making a place where a great variety of public events
may occur. Gatherings, festivals, markets, music, theater, relaxation, and just simple relaxation and play. The heart of our
town. This strategy is proven to be a powerful generator for sense of community and a solid engine for economic
stimulus and opportunity. There are numerous studies that verify this. Not wishful thinking, but proven benefits.

The Heritage Square site was deemed perfect for just this purpose, as no other site could ever fulfill this purpose, and a
very engaged public bought in to this strategy after months of engagement with a proactive and thoughtful, forward
thinking City government.

But now, staggeringly, this.critical site, this very heart of our Downtown is on the bargaining table without anywhere near
what would be the barest of due diligence having been performed on part of our good City, to redevelop it in an entirely
different direction from what the public had bought into, and this has happened without the kind of critical debate and
public engagement and due diligence such a critical site deserves. There have been no impact studies. None.

No thorough, thoughtful investigation of other possible locations for the development of affordable housing, not only
with public property on the table, but private properties as well, for location, after all, matters.

LOCATION, LOCATION, LOCATION. That is what will matter for the two separate missions of affordable housing and
Clatsop Behavioral Health to really succeed. There have been no studies as to reveal what the impacts of these two
endeavors will actually have on our downtown. This is not the kind of process that can be done without us, the owners of
this property being fully informed and cognizant of what we should really expect to happen. We have tools to examine
these outcomes, tools to take as much of the guesswork out of it as possible. That is what good urban planning is all
about. But, no such tools have been employed.

Best wishes and best intentions are NOT GOOD ENOUGH here. This site is simply too critical and irreplaceable not to
have done the requisite and thorough due diligence that is fitting for this unique location.

This process and the fate of the Square and of our Historic Downtown has got to be a fact based and thorough
examination of all the impacts of what is being proposed. Impacts such as parking, impacts on CBH clients, and the
impacts of those CBH clients on a downtown setting, impacts on our downtown merchants, on our blossoming tourist
trade, on the Liberty Theater, The Eliot Hotel, the Senior Center, the American Legion, the tour boats, and on and on. This
location, and what happens or does not happen there will have a lasting and major impact on the immediate and
entire area, so we had damn sure better get it right. .

For the City to give this property away, this most important piece of public property in the very heart of our downtown,
over to a private developer whose sole purpose is to make money, without first conducting thorough and relative impact
studies, having first had thorough and open public conversations, and first having acquired a meaningful public buy-in, is
simply not acceptable. : , . ‘

w expect far better from our City govemmeﬁt and demand a far more accountable process.



















































































































































