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Instead of spending over a quarter of a million dollars, on one single toilet, a toilet 

that is specifically designed to prevent vandalism, illegal drug use, and 

prostitution, why not spend that money on the specific problem, which in this 

case, would be homelessness. What percentage of homeless in Astoria are 

actually from Astoria? What about spending that money on a tiny pod community 

instead on one single toilet? 

The first step in problem solving, is to clearly state the specific problem that 

needs to be solved. Otherwise, you're going to keep throwing darts, without 
having a dartboard. And that's exactly what is happening with the proposal to put 
an unwanted building at Heritage Park. Just throwing a dart. (As would be my 

question about putting in tiny pods. It's impossible to solve a problem without 
data, and a specific problem statement.) 



Being that Astoria's main source of revenue is tourism, have the implications been 
thought out that this project would have zero effect or a possible detrimental 
effect on downtown and downtown businesses which centers on tourism? And, 
wouldn't something which would increase revenue and cater to Astoria's booming 
industry, which promotes the livelihood of its residents, be a better idea for 
Heritage Square? 



Kenneth A Barnhart 
1379 Madison Avenue 
Astoria, Oregon 97101 

March 14, 2022 

Input to the City of Astoria on the Development of Heritage Square 

The City of Astoria, like many small towns, has had to adapt to changing economic conditions. It 
had lost its traditional industries, fishing and timber processing. Big box, national chain retailers 
made many small downtown businesses unprofitable and many were forced to close. Astoria did 
not escape these problems, but adapted to the changing conditions. 

Astoria realized that it's strategic location on the Pacific coast and alongside the Columbia River 
made it desirable as a recreation/tourist destination. Being within driving distance of Seattle and 
Portland made Astoria accessible. Astoria's rich historic heritage was also an important tourism 
draw. Like many tourism destinations, Astoria also has become an active center for the arts. The 
Liberty theatre, historic visitor sites like the Flavel House, the Maritime Museum, the County 
Historic Museum, Fort Clatsop, the Film Museum, and the cities historic business district and 
many Victorian era homes create an attractive atmosphere for visitors. Hotels, restaurants and 
breweries now occupy former business buildings and accommodate Astoria's tourist industry. 
The River Walk and redevelopment of the Mill Pond have improved the river fronts appearance 
and helped tourists and residents access the river. Astoria has also become attractive to 
retirees, bringing new residents and renewed energy to Astoria. 

The focus of Astoria city government throughout the recent past was to revitalize and enhance 
the city. Many changes have been made. The City has successfully adapted, but the city must 
not forget it is heavily dependent on tourism. 

The purchase of the Safeway property and creation of Heritage Plaza were part of the cities 
adaptation to a visitor/tourism/arts economy. The central business core has transitioned quite 
well, but empty buildings are still prevalent. More can be done to grow the tourist industry in 
Astoria. 

The Cities proposal to abandon completion of Heritage Plaza in order to provide low income 
housing in central core would be a mistake of epic proportion. It would negate many efforts and 
investments made to revitalize and enhance the vitality of Astoria's business district. It would, in 
fact, likely do the opposite. There are better locations for low income housing, as well as 
locations that provide more long term expansion possibilities. No one wants to examine first 
hand the shortcomings of society while on vacation. 

I ask that the city to end its investigation into developing low income housing in the central 
business core and focus instead on alternate locations better suited to this need. 






































































































