
 

MEMORANDUM 

  
  DATE: December 11, 2025 
TO: Astoria Parks and Recreation Department (APRD) 
FROM: Ian Sisson, Mackenzie 
PROJECT NAME:  Astoria Parks Master Plan Update  
PROJECT #:  2250168.00  

  
SUBJECT: Summary of Community Input from Online Survey #1 and Open House #1 

COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT BY THE NUMBERS 

▪ 557 participants engaged 
 158 open house attendees  
 399 survey responses 

▪ Over 1,225 written comments 
 400 written comments at open house 
 825 written comments in survey (in addition to survey question responses) 

▪ 278 email addresses collected* 
 68 open house attendees 
 219 survey respondents 

*Note: there were nine email addresses that were provided at both the open house and via the online 
survey. It is possible there was additional overlap between open-house attendees and survey respondents. 

Who was engaged?  

▪ Location of residence: 
 Majority Astoria residents (57% of survey respondents and 75% of open house attendees 

who signed in). 
 32% of survey respondents from surrounding areas in Oregon/Clatsop County 
 Others: Pacific County, Washington residents; part-time residents of Astoria or surrounding 

areas. 
▪ Age distribution: peak between the ages of 35-50.  
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GENERAL FEEDBACK ON PARKS AND AMENITIES  

▪ Lots of appreciation for parks (and APRD staff) and recognition that parks are a vital asset to 
the community (x83 at open house). 

▪ The Riverwalk and the Aquatic Center are the most visited and most favorite amenities:  
 “The Riverwalk is Astoria’s most important amenity.” “I walk on it almost daily” 
 “I don't know what I do without the pool in the winter time especially.” “I love the Astoria 

Aquatic Center lap pool and swim at least 3 times/week. The facilities are wonderful, 
better than many other communities in our state - we are so fortunate to have such a 
gem.” 

▪ Lots of general interest in more public restrooms (x23 in survey and x12 at open house). Specific 
locations mentioned for additional restrooms: 
 Fred Lindstrom Park (x4 at open house, x6 in survey).  

▪ “Fred Lindstrom Park lacking a bathroom is really hard. Lots of people take [their] 
kids down to the creek to go to the bathroom or over to [peter] pan market which I 
think puts an undue burden on the store.” 

 Shively Park (x3 at open house). 
 Baseball fields (x2 in survey). 
 Youngs River Falls (x1 in survey). 
 Riverwalk (x1 in survey). 
 Violet LaPlante (x1 in survey). 

▪ Importance of future investments: 
 Trail maintenance and fixing unsafe materials (x20 in survey and x82 at open house). 
 For parks and trails, “maintain existing” was the most common option in the coin activity at 

the open house. 
 Desire to add more signage (x17 at open house). 
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Community Programs 

▪ Survey respondents highlighted the desire for more community programs: community classes 
were the most requested recreational programming option (28% of survey responses). 

▪ More fitness classes were requested (x21 in survey and x5 at open house). 
▪ Other community programs that were highlighted in the survey include: 

 Youth athletics (x20 in survey). 
 Childcare (x10 in survey and received the most coins of all investment recommendations 

for programs at the open house: 71 coins). 
 Adult recreation leagues (x7 in survey and 3rd most popular response for recreational 

programming respondents wanted to see offered). 
 Opportunities specifically for teenagers (x4 in survey). 

▪ Interest in more community events: “free community events” was the 2nd most requested 
recreational programming option (x10 in survey, and x6 at open house).  
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Use of Parks (based on survey responses)  

▪ 67% of respondents use parks and/or trails at least weekly. 
▪ Walking/Hiking is by far the most favorite activity. 

 Other popular uses: playground use and sports/recreation. 
 
Satisfaction with Parks & Recreation Department Services 

▪ Weighted average rating of services provided by APRD: 4 stars (out of 5). 

GENERAL FEEDBACK ON THE AQUATIC CENTER 

▪ 2nd most visited amenity and 2nd greatest number of comments for being favorite amenity. 
▪ Most common request: expanded hours (x45 in survey and x9 at open house). 

 Particularly interest in being open on Sundays and Mondays and later in the evening. 
▪ Desire for more swim lessons (x10 in survey and x5 at open house). 
▪ Pool temperature too low: respondents complain about cold temperature (x13 in the survey 

and x3 at open house). 
▪ Concerns about affordability (x8 in survey and x2 at open house). 
▪ Other pool features discussed:  

 Water park features, i.e. lazy river, additional slide (or existing slide opened more often), 
wave pool (x12 at open house). 

 Add a sauna (x2 in survey and x8 at open house). 
 Desire for saline pool or concern about chlorine (x2 in survey and x9 at open house). 

Frequency of Use of the Aquatic Center (based on survey) 

▪ 37% visit rarely. 
▪ 23% visit monthly.  
▪ 21% visit weekly.  

Positive comments from community:  

▪ “I don't know what I’d do without the pool in the winter time especially.”  
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▪ “I love the Astoria Aquatic Center lap pool and swim at least 3 times/week. The facilities are 
wonderful, better than many other communities in our state - we are so fortunate to have such a 
gem.”  

Critical comments from community:  

▪ “It is disappointing that the Aquatic Center is not open more. Sunday afternoons would be a 
great time for family swims and it's rough that Mondays have been closed, too.” 

▪ “We no longer attempt to take swim lessons at the Astoria pool. So sad. Wish there were more 
classes offered. We drive to Clatskanie in the summer and Seaside in the winter.”  

▪ “I wish I could use the aquatic center more often, but it's so expensive.”  
▪ “If the pool were warmer around 81 to 82 degrees I would swim at least 3x a week. We drive to 

Seaside to swim every week.”  

AQUATIC CENTER –  FEEDBACK ON EXPANSION AND ADDITIONAL RECREATION SPACE 

Overall Strong Support for Expansion  

▪ Survey question that measured interest in expansion to add 10,000 square feet (SF) of recreation 
space:  
 Average response: 7.3 and Median response: 8 (1=do not support, 10=strongly support)  

▪ Expanding the Aquatic Center received 97 coins (the second most popular choice for new 
development of the four investment options at the open house).  

Use of Additional Recreation Space 

▪ Feedback is varied on how to use the new recreation space. 
▪ Lots of demand for an indoor play space for children (x54 in survey and x8 in open house).  
▪ Also interest in indoor athletic courts (x15 in survey and x9 in open house).  
▪ Survey indicated a slight preference for a larger fitness space and indoor courts (both options 

received a weighted score of 3.5) followed closely by an indoor play area (scored 3.19). 
 However, larger fitness spaces received the greatest number of first rankings (134) and 

indoor play area was ranked first the second the greatest number of times (100).  
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DOG PARK  

▪ Strong support and need to establish a dog park: x23 in survey and 138 coins dedicated to this 
new development (the most popular choice of the four investment options at the open house). 

▪ Most common design feedback: create two separate zones for small/large dogs (x11) and provide 
seating (benches and tables) (x5). 
 Other design features: water fountains, pet waste bag dispensers, trash cans. 

▪ Concern about drainage and avoiding the park becoming a mud pit (x3).  

 

APPROACH TO FUTURE INVESTMENT  

▪ In the survey residents favored approaching future investment by focusing on higher-quality 
amenities at a limited number and maintaining (and enhancing) existing parks/facilities rather 
than developing new parks facilities. 

▪ These thoughts were mostly echoed in the open house coin activity: respondents supported 
maintaining existing parks and enhancing parks more than building new parks. 
 However, respondents did support building new trails and building new indoor recreation 

facilities. 
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APPENDIX A.  COMPLETE SET OF CHARTS FROM ONLINE SURVEY RESPONSES 
 

 
*Survey responses to Q1 revised to incorporate text “other” responses 
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